
CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 


»s Postal 


I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 0 
Service as First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: "Commissioner for Patents, P.O. A 


Box 1450, Alexandria^VA 22313-1450" on December 12, 2003. 



Sseph Weathered 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
APPLICANT(S) Naomi NAKAO 

SERIAL NO. : 09/978,413 

FILED : 10/16/2001 

FOR : Endoscopic Retractor 

GROUP ART UNIT : 3731 


DEC \ « m 01 


EXAMINER 


Vix NGUYEN 


Mail Stop Non-Fee 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 


ELECTION AND AMENDMENT 


SIR: 


In response to the Restriction Requirement contained in the Office Action of 
November 18, 2003, applicant hereby elects claims 1-9 and 17-20 (Group I) and Species 
1 (Figures 1 and 2) for continued prosecution in the above-identified application. 
Applicant also requests that the application be amended as follows. Pursuant to current 
practice, all pending claims, including original claims, previously presented claims, 
withdrawn claims, currently amended claims, and previously amended claims, are 
presented below. Underlining indicates additions made herein, while deletions made 
herein are indicated by strikethrough. 


